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If you’re swimming along in the school of neoprene-clad fish
wanna-be’s, this is your time! The sun is bright, the weather
Is warm, and the water is...well, not as cold as it could be.
It's time to dive in, and there is some great local diving
coming up to help you get your feet (and the rest of you) wet
this summer. Check out the happenings at Beaver Lake,
and be sure to join up for a lake weekend. There are plenty
of classes and also plenty of chances just to fun-dive and
get the cobwebs off the ol’ wetsuit. (Although if there really
are cobwebs on any of your equipment, that's probably a
good sign that it's also time to get your equipment in for a
much-needed check-up!) So, haul out the equipment, and
sign up for a lake weekend at TD Scuba.

July 25-26, 2009 - Beaver Lake - Drive and Diven&tay Dive
Club Fun Weekend!

August 22-23, 2009 - Beaver Lake - Pirate Week&iRRRRR !
September 26-27, 2009 - Beaver Lake - Project AWdeanup!

January 2010 - West Lake Okiboji, lowa - Ice Diving

Come Join In The Eu
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(Hint: It's all about the B!)

No, I'm not talking about the
alphabet, fellow divers. I'm
talking about the ABCs of the
Netherlands Antilles—Aruba,
Curacao, and Bonaire, to be
specific. And this time, it's
about the B, a great big,
Caribbean tropical capital B!
Because TD Scuba is taking
a trip to Bonaire in February
2010, and if you're wanting to
get wet in the winter, you'll
want to add your name to the
sign-up list!

“What is there to do in
Bonaire?” you may ask
yourself. The answer is
diving, diving and more
diving. There’ll be boat
diving, shore diving, wreck
diving, night
diving...whatever kind of
diving that suits your fancy.
(Well, except for ice diving,
because we’re saving that for
those folks who don’'t enjoy
sunshine, tans, and after-
diving margaritas on a
tropical beach.)

It's an incredible travel deal
that includes airfare, diving,
hotel, and breakfasts...all for

the low price of $1,895. OK,
think of it this way. You'll be
saving so much money with
this package deal that you'll
be creating your own
economic stimulus package,
AND you'll get to travel to a
hot locale with a happenin’
group of divers to boot.
(There’s even a discounted
price for non-divers, so you
can bring along your non-
diving significant other to
celebrate Valentine’s Day in
paradise.) So, start
gathering your gear now for
the trip of the year! Check it
out at tdscuba.com for more
information.

ADVISORY: Bonaire is not
for everyone. If you don't
enjoy beaches, boats,
nature, seaside cocktails,
relaxation, good company of
fellow divers, and great
visibility, you'll probably want
to stay behind and enjoy the
many fine country music
shows available to you in
Branson. Also not
recommended for fuddy-
duddies or sticks-in-the-mud.
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What should you expect in Bonaire? Well, it's hard to fit it all into
one article, but here’s a brief alphabetical synopsis:

A — Arid climate with beautiful scenery

B — Beautiful beaches and scenery

C — Coral & calypso

D — Diving, diving, diving

E — Exploring

F — Fun & food & fire coral

G — Good snorkeling & gorgonians

H — Hawksbills — they nest on Bonaire beaches!

| — Island time

J — Jam sessions — island music everywhere

K — Kayaking

L — Lac Bay — restricted to diving, but full of beautiful mangroves “The bold

M — Marine sanctuary adventurer
N — No worries best.”

O — Open and friendly locals -Ovid

P — Paradise (‘nuff said)

Q — Quaint atmosphere

R — Reefs & relaxation

S — Shore diving & sea turtles
T — Tropical setting

U — Untainted reefs & urchins
V — Visibility...lots of it

W — Windsurfing (in case you're feeling even more adventurous)
X — X-tra large schools of fish
Y — Year-round diving

Z — Zesty local cuisine

And that’s just the short list. Join us to experience Bonaire for
yourself! Bon Bini!
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Dive-itis at its worst

(# )

With all the epidemics and pandemics floating around, it might be a
good time to clarify the signs and symptoms of dive-itis and also the
appropriate courses of treatment for various stages of the illness. Divie-
itis can be defined as the obsessive and sometimes overwhelming need
to submerge oneself in water for extended periods of time. It varies in
duration and intensity, but is most often characterized by an
inexplicable need to submerge oneself in water and be surrounded by
the soothing sound of bubbles.

)

You might be suffering from dive-itis if any of the following occur:
0 You begin wearing a mask and snorkel in the tub.

0 You develop an elevated pulse rate and begin to hyperventilate
when thinking of island get-aways.

o When walking by the lobster tank at your favorite restaurant,
instead of selecting dinner, you pull out your camera and take a
picture.

0 You refuse to wear anything other than neoprene or printed
island-style shirts.

0 You volunteer to mow the lawn—daily—because you just can’t
get enough of the boat-engine sound the mower makes.

0 You run a line from room to room in your house, so that you can
safely extract yourself in a safe amount of time.

0 You attach a dive light to your belt loop so that you can check
dark household crevices for hiding creatures.

Dive-itis is a serious disease that is spreading rapidly throughout the
world, and it is worthy of the label of ‘pandemic.” As scary and
disorienting as this disease sounds, there are effective treatments. First
and foremost, get to the water immediately! Run, do not walk. Salt
water is preferable, but if you're in a pinch, fresh water will do and will
sometimes calm the symptoms of the disease. If you are suffering from
an advanced case of dive-itis, your doctor may recommend repeated
courses of treatment, sometimes up to four dives a day.



How did we ever make it this far in life without knowing these fun and interesting facts??!
For example:
o Alexander the Great descended underwater in a diving bell.

o JValves and K Valves are so named because they were given these
corresponding product letter codes in the first US Divers Mail Order Catalog. (I
thought it was something WAY more scientific.)

0 The origin of the distress call ‘Mayday’ is from the French ‘maider’ which means
‘help me.’

0 The next most serious distress call after ‘Mayday’ is ‘Pan-Pan,” meaning ‘we are in
danger.’

o The world’s most venomous creature is the Australian box jellyfish.
0 Leonardo da Vinci is credited with inventing the first scuba apparatus (on paper).
o Fish can drown...if the oxygen content of the water falls too far.

o Fish can suffer from decompression sickness. Many fish have air bladders in their
bodies, and if they are dragged upward quickly by a net, they can suffer from
barotraumas.

0 An octopus has three hearts.
o The mouth of a sea urchin is known as ‘Aristotle’s Lantern.’

o Afathom is six feet. A cable's length is 100 fathoms. Ten cables' lengths are one
nautical mile. A nautical mile is the length of one minute of longitude at the

“No human being,

equator.
however great, or
o0 There are three types of living organisms in the ocean: plankton (organisms that powerful, was ever so
drift), nekton (organisms that can swim), and benthos (organisms that live on the free as a fish.” .
bottom) -John Ruskin
0 The largest animal species that has ever lived is the blue whale.
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Scott Bandy — Open Water

Jacob Belke — Wreck Diver

Daniel Boles — Advanced Open Water, Dry Suit
Ed Boles — Master Scuba Diver

Timothy Conrad — Open Water, Advanced Open Water
Rhiannon Craven — Open Water

Timothy Culp — Cavern Diver

Bruce Fate — Open Water

Kristina Fate — Open Water

Robyn Fate — Open Water

William Fate — Open Water

Bonnie Gay — Wreck Diver, Dry Suit

Rickey Gay — Wreck Diver, Dry Suit

Elizabeth Harper — Discover Scuba Diving 2
Paul Harper — Discover Scuba Diving 2

Alec Kavanaugh — Junior Open Water
Sharlene Kenyon — Cavern Diver

Walter Kenyon — Cavern Diver

Elizabeth Mcinnis — Drift Diver, Boat Diver, Master Scuba Diver
Amanda Monson — Open Water

Terry More — Master Scuba Diver, Dry Suit
Courtney Novotny — Open Water

Brendan O’Shaughnessy — Open Water

Dean Partridge — Discover Scuba Diving 2

Jim Persell — Open Water

Chris Rasdall — EFR Primary & Secondary Care w/ AED
Jack Reynolds — Dry Suit

John Robson — Advanced Open Water

Janet Spellman — Open Water

Michael Spellman — Open Water

Miranda Stark — Open Water

Erik Statler — Dry Suit

Amy Stewart — Open Water

Get Started
with
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Bon Bini! Bonaire! February 13,

$1995 PER DIVER ($1745 NON-DIVER)
SAVELOSTURN IN YOUR $500 DEPOSIT BY JULY 15, 20080\BALGINCE D

Located off of Highwa

> 7 Nights Room @ DIVI Flamingo (rate based on double-occupancy) in Lee’'s Summit

> Taxes and fees included (Marine park fee and departure tax extra o TRAINING

> 5 Days Local 2 tank AM Boat Dives © EQUIPMENT
> Unlimited Shore Diving ) SERVICE

> (weights, tanks, belts included) >

> Breakfast each morning >

> Round Trip Air from Kansas City to Bonaire included

> Near downtown Kralendijk (easy access to restaurants, shopping, casino

TRIP DATES

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13
THRU SATURDAY FEBRUARY
20,2010

1173 NE Rice Rd.
Lee’s Summit, MO 64086

Phone: 816-525-3487
Fax: 816-525-2825
E-mail: warren@tdscuba.com
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