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Listed as one of America’s
Top 10 Greatest
Adventures by
National Geographic!
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Possible Snorkel Uses:

1 — Use to make funny Darth Vader noise.

2 — Use as M & M shooter to ping someone in the hea
3 — Emergency tail pipe replacement...will work in a

pinch if used with duct tape.
4 — Underwater back scratcher.

5 — Might save your butt during a long surface swim

It's an ongoing debate, or at least a debate that
many of us secretly have raging inside of us. | ca
only speak from a longer-haired person’s
perspective, but that dreaded hunk of plastic
hanging from the side of my mask will inevitably
remove handfuls of hair by the root once in the
water. Hair can tangle around that thing like
seaweed, and when you try to remove it, you'll
likely give yourself a partial scalping.

Aside from that, it's really not too bad, except fo
the annoying way it hits you in the head every othe
second.

So, what's up with the diving world’s love of the
snorkel? Much as | hate to admit it, the snorkel
does have its place...usually in the bottom of my gea
bag underneath all the “important stuff.”

Seriously, though, those of us who are dive
professionals or working toward higher certificatio
levels should set an example by being good snorkel-
toting citizens. |, being one of the biggest

offenders, plan on purchasing one of the handy-dand
foldable snorkels that will fit in the pocket of my
BCD.

Here’s the truth. Snorkels are annoying. They add
drag to your head. They poke you in the chin. The
are a real pain...until you really need them. A
majority of diving deaths at the surface are
attributed to exhaustion, which can be alleviated b
using a snorkel so that you don’t have to hold your
head and part of your gear out of the water. The
further you surface from your dive boat, the more
you will want your snorkel. Yep, snorkels are a
drag, but holding that 12-lb. noggin out of the
water on a long surface swim is even more of a drag
Snorkel up, divers!
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Blackbeard's Cruises offers liveaboard
scuba diving adventure travel vacations to
the Out Islands of the Bahamas. Reef,

wreck, wall, drift, night and shark dives are

offered on each trip.

Diving: Divers can experience deep sea
diving on the many beautiful walls. Sharks
are a big draw for divers! See Caribbean
Reef tip sharks, nurse sharks, even tiger
sharks on the sandy banks! Colorful reefs
teeming with marine life sit in depths of
15- 80 feet.

There is no set itinerary- we go where the

diving conditions and weather are the best.

Check out the famous Road to Atlantis,
dive with sharks at Bull Run, watch eagle
rays gracefully glide by, or shoot photos of
all the great macro and micro shots you'll
see in the gin clear water of the Bahamas.



