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This morning’s lessons include a reading from the Old Testament, Book of Amos.   Now that, in and of itself, is a rare event.   During our three-year cycle, we only hear from Amos on four occasions.   As a reminder, Amos came on the scene during the 40-year reign of King Jeroboam of the Northern Kingdom of the Hebrew people.   This was a period in the 8th Century before Christ, in which the two Kingdoms – Israel and Judah – enjoyed their greatest national prosperity.   They were years of peace and plenty.   The kind of years future generations look back on as the good old days.   The military security and economic expansion that characterized this age was taken by many Israelites as a sign of God’s special favor for God’s chosen people.


But then, along came Amos.   He was a farmer and sheepherder from a small village, in the Southern Kingdom of Judah.   He had no credentials, no reputation, no wealth and power.   At best he was considered a common man, at worst a nobody.   Yet, in spite of this lack of standing, he claimed he was called by God.   And if that was not unbelievable enough, Amos further claimed he was called to the difficult mission of preaching harsh words, to an unhearing people, in the midst of a smooth season.   He denounced Israel, as well as its neighbors, for reliance on military might and grave injustice in social dealings, for abhorrent immorality and shallow, meaningless piety.   As we might well imagine, Amos was not well received by the authorities of his day.


His forceful, uncompromising preaching quickly brought him into conflict with both the civil and religious establishment.   And it is in one such conflict that we find Amos this morning.   In fact, this personal confrontation with the King’s official priest, Amaziah, in the royal sanctuary at Bethel is considered one of the unforgettable encounters in Hebrew prophecy.   Amos has just recounted his vision of God’s condemnation of the people of Israel.



“I will never again pass them by;

the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,



and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,



and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with




the sword.”
It is a vision that is diametrically opposed to the idea that God is well pleased with His chosen people.


It goes to the very heart of their understanding of what constitutes the good old days and it is especially threatening to those who are unfairly reaping the benefits of the current prosperity.   As you have heard me say before, “No one holding four aces wants a new deal.”   And so, quite predictably, Amaziah attempts to rid himself and the kingdom of what he believes to be the source of this impending trouble.



“(Amos), go, flee away to (your) land of Judah, earn



your bread there, and prophesy there; but never again



prophesy at Bethel, for it is the King’s sanctuary, and



it is a temple of the kingdom.”

In other words, “You, Amos, are the problem.   If you will simply go back to whence you came, we can continue to live this “good life” we have created, in peace.”   One more example in Scripture of ignoring the message and finding fault with the messenger.


In less than 200 years the prophetic visions of Amos were realized.   First the Northern and then the Southern Kingdoms fell.   In both cases, all that the Hebrew people had amassed was lost and they, themselves, became slaves in foreign lands.   Could all of this have been avoided?   Had the people of Israel and Judah heeded the warnings of prophets like Amos, would God have stepped back from the brink of their destruction?   It had happened before; might it happen again?   I do not believe any of us know the answers to those questions.   What we do know is that each and every one of us is called to reflect in our own lives the life and message of our Lord and Savior.   We are called to proclaim, in all we say and do, the Good News of God’s love and concern for all people.   In short, we, like Amos, are called to love and serve our Lord.


All so, I wonder, where does that leave us?   Were the prophetic visions of Amos limited to a particular people, at a particular time and place in history?   Are we freed from his prophecy because we no longer live in his days?   Or, is this a timeless lesson that we need to understand and appreciate in the context of today’s world?   I trust it does not come as a surprise to many, if any, of you when I propose that the visions of Amos – and all the prophets of God – are as relevant to day as they ever have been.   The context has certainly changed; for that matter, we, as people, have changed.   However, God and God’s desire for all people is changeless.   God still desires reconciliation with and among all of people.   God is still a Lord of love and justice.   Abhorrent immorality and shallow, meaningless piety still stand between us and the Divine.


Is God going to allow a conqueror to take away all that we have and subject us to slavery in a foreign land?   Quite frankly, I don’t think so; but is that really the point?   God does not call us to simply stay out of trouble; God calls us to be the antithesis of trouble.   We, as Christians, are called to be images of the Divine in the midst of a broken, troubled world.   Our primary task is to be a source of light in the midst of a darkness we may not have much responsibility for, and certainly do not control.   To be a Christian is to be given the opportunity by God to do God’s work in this world.   It is not an obligation, or even a responsibility; it is a gift – an opportunity to join with our Creator in recreating a kingdom.   In all sincerity, let me ask you, “Have you ever been offered such an opportunity before?”


The opportunity to be part of the recreation of what God intended for God’s people, in the beginning.   How can any of us turn down an offer like that?   

