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“For as a young man marries a young woman, so



shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom



rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice



over you.”

The overarching theme of the Season of Epiphany is Emmanuel, or God with us.   The revelations of Jesus’ birth, baptism and first recorded miracle all demonstrated that presence.   The star and Heavenly Host guiding the wise men and shepherds to the stable in Bethlehem; the voice from Heaven proclaiming, “You are my Beloved Son; with You I am well pleased”; and this Sunday, the water transformed into the good wine.   During the Season of Epiphany we are repeatedly reminded of the literal presence of the essence of God, in our midst, as one of us.   On one level, the idea has always been beyond our ability to understand and fully appreciate.


In the abstract we can believe that it was so; yet in every day terms it has always been a struggle for us grasp what it meant.   Consider our acknowledgement of Jesus as our Lord and Savior.   Most of us truly believe that He is; and yet, if we are pushed to describe what that means in the context of our everyday lives, we struggle.   Fortunately, our Creator was well aware of our limitations.   And so, when it came time for our promised Messiah to come into our midst, He came fully and completely to us in a form, under circumstances, we could grasp.   He came as a human child – fully us – born to human parents in a human setting – Emmanuel, God with us.   For those who had eyes to see and open hearts God with us was a reality.


So it was in the days of Jesus’ earthly life; so it can be for each and every one of us today.   Accepting Jesus as our Lord and Savior does not have to be limited to the recitation of a Creed, in the solemn, formal setting of a church.   True acceptance of the continuing presence of the Divine in our midst can still be found in a barn, on the banks of a river or even amidst the joy and celebration of a party.   Our Lord, who stepped down from His post at the right hand of God, who gave up the light and joy of God’s Heavenly kingdom, who set aside eternal life to take on the struggles and darkness of mortal folk like us did not do this in the abstract, or from afar.   Jesus – Emmanuel – did it with us, as us.   Jesus walked the road we walk, ate the food we eat, was tempted as we are tempted and, finally faced the death every human being faces.


Jesus did not separate Himself from the ebb and flow of life; He waded into the middle of the stream, where the waters of life are deep, fast and sometimes foreboding.   Rather than standing on the bank and telling us what to do and not do, He got in the water with us and showed us a life we had never imagined.   He spent His few short years as we do - He celebrated the joys of life and He struggled through the hard times.   Though His Divine nature cohabited with His humanity, He never set it between Himself and us.   In fact, Jesus was an earthy guy.   He hung out with the common people, not with the purple robe crowd.   He laid His hands on the untouchables; He responded to the poor, the downtrodden, even the diseased.


Remember these famous words from Isaiah,

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord

has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to

the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim

liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to

provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a

garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of

mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

Jesus came among us, as one of us, in response to the human condition.   He was not here to exercise Divine power, but to model God’s love for God’s people.   It was hard work; it was earthy work.


It was work that met us where we are and revealed to us a road ahead that we had never traveled.   My good friend, Ray Wylie Hubbard, has a line in one of his songs that says,



“Mr. Williams told me Jesus could turn water into



wine.   It seems to me, a man that could do that



ought to be a friend of mine.”

That’s earthy, maybe you think even a little irreverent.   Yet that is what He did.   And if that’s what it takes to get our attention – to open our eyes and our hearts – to the presence of Jesus in our midst, then I say, “I’ll take a glass.”   All too often we fall into the trap of consciously, or unconsciously, trying to engage life from two, separate perspectives.   When we’re in church or with our church friends, we make a special effort to our spiritual selves.


When we’re at work, or in a store, or at a party of non-church friends, we are our secular selves.   Maybe some of us can pull that off without compromising our faith, but most of us can’t.   Such was not the case with Jesus.   He was the same person when He transformed the water into wine that He was when He was being baptized in the Jordan River.   There was no holier than thou Jesus; there was no secular Jesus.   There was just Jesus.   It was a model for us of what we were created to be.   It showed us the radical difference such a life could make in the lives of those we encounter and in the world we live in.   It was a life fully dedicated to God’s desire for God’s people.


Jesus never had to juggle who He was in any setting.   In many, many ways that greatly simplified His life.   Rather than trying to be who others expected Him to be, He was always just Jesus.   All He encountered were equal (and special) in His eyes.   They were fellow human beings, many of whom needed His help.   He met them where they were and He offered them what they needed.   Some accepted; many failed to appreciate what was being offered.   In the end, He was still offering the good wine:   “Truly I tell you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”   Jesus – the Son of God and the Son of Man – continues to offer us the good wine.   I encourage you to drink deeply of His offer.   

