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The renowned, 16th Century, theologian, John Calvin, is quoted as having said,


“Faith is personal, but it is never private.   The Gospel is



not a doctrine of the tongue, but of a life lived.   It can not



be grasped by reason and memory only, but is fully under-



stood when it possesses the whole soul and penetrates to



the inner recesses of the heart.   Our religion will be un-



profitable if it does not change our heart, pervade our



manners and transform us into new creatures.”

“Faith is personal, but it is never private.”   Put another way, “No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house.”

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee were perplexed when, on Easter morning, they went to his tomb and found it empty.   They were terrified when the two angels suddenly appeared in their midst.   Yet, in spite of their bewilderment, their fear, we are told they soon remembered Jesus’ words –



“…the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and



be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” –

remembered those words and immediately went back to the eleven disciples and Jesus’ other followers and told them everything they had seen and heard.   Paraphrasing the earlier quote from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, the women placed the lamp of Jesus’ resurrection on a lamp stand, so that all might see and believe.

On this Easter morning (At this first celebration of Easter Sunday) my sincere hope is that each and every one of us will be filled with the faith that filled those women, some 2,000 years ago.   Filled with the spirit of our Risen Lord and inspired to take the difference our faith has made in our lives and share it with everyone we encounter.   For us sometimes, somewhat, shall we say, less effusive Episcopalians – they don’t call us the frozen chosen for nothing – I realize this can be quite a challenge.   We’re comfortable when it comes to studying our faith; nobody puts on better liturgy than we do; we can, also, be quite generous in response to the needs of others.   But sharing our faith with others, we assigned that task to the Baptist, didn’t we?   Surely we are not expected to talk about what we believe.


“Then they remembered His words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest.”   “Faith is personal, but it is never private.”   “No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lamp stand and it gives light to all in the house.”   My not so subtle point is that we are expected to take the incredible events of that first Easter Day and share them with every single soul we meet.   Now there are a lot of ways to do that – preaching, teaching, helping – as long as we remember, the option is in the how, not the if.   If others are going to benefit from our faith – and that is without question why God has bestowed the gift of faith on us – then they are going to have to have a chance to see and understand the difference it can make.


On Good Friday I talked about the uniqueness nature of that day.   In truth I was really talking about the unique nature of a greater whole.   Good Friday is one day, one unique event in the greater whole of the unique gift from God in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.   Without that gift none of what we say or do this day makes any sense.   Easter Sunday – like Good Friday – was, and continues to be, an indispensable linchpin of all that is Christianity.   Throughout the world people are gathering as we are gathering to give thanks and praise for the resurrection of God’s son, Jesus, the Christ, Our Lord and Savior.   We are recounting His story, singing praises to His name, sharing in His Holy sacraments and, hopefully, joyfully going forth into the world to proclaim His Lordship is all we say and do.


What we have found here is meant to be shared with all people, throughout the world.   It is God’s gift to all people for all times.   It has been given to each of us, personally.   However, personal and private are not synonyms.   Scripture assures us that each and every one of us is a unique individual, created in the image of the Divine with gifts and talents that are needed by the greater whole.   Some of us were created to preach, some to teach, some to sing, some to care for others – the list goes on and on.   There is not one person here this morning (this evening) who does not have something that will make the whole greater.   You, and your uniqueness, are indispensible part to God’s ultimate plan for Creation.   The resurrection of our Lord was the gateway – the invitation and the assurance – of God’s commitment to God’s plan.

When the women who had followed Jesus remembered His promise to rise again they could not wait to share its fulfillment with their friends.   To this very day we are the beneficiaries of their faith.   They took what they had been given by God and they shared the gift.   We are doing as they did this very morning (evening).   By gathering to worship and praise God on this holiest of days, evenings, we are sharing the gift of Divine love.   We are doing that personally and publicly, just as they did.   God blessed their faithfulness and I have no doubt God will bless ours,   Today (tonight) Christ is risen; soon we will rise and go out into the world.   As we do, my hope is that we will loudly and proudly proclaim the Holy news of this day (night),

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
