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This morning I would like for us to consider two thoughts that were expressed earlier.   The first was our petition to God through the Collect of the Day:



“O God…grant that by Your inspiration we may think those



things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do



them…”

It is a petition that first acknowledges our desire to subject ourselves to God’s will, rather than our own – grant that by Your (that is God’s) inspiration we may think those things that are right.   The inference being that God knows better than we what is in our best interest.   It then goes on to acknowledge our need for God’s help in doing what God has inspired us to do – and by Your (again, God’s) merciful guiding (we) may do (those things that are right).   In other words it is an acknowledgement that we not only need God’s help in knowing what to do, but also in doing it.   All of which puts us in a rather dependent posture.


And for self-reliant, independent folk like us that is not position we ever consciously seek.   In fact, for most of us, it is a situation we work awfully hard to avoid.   Think about it for a minute, don’t most of us fine it much easier to help someone else, than we do to accept help from others?   The classic liturgical example of this is the washing of feet on Maundy Thursday.   I am reasonably certain that for the relative few who take part at all, most find washing another’s feet to be considerably less disconcerting than having one’s own feet washed.   In short, in virtually all aspects of life we do everything we can to avoid being dependent.   Yet here we are this morning, apparently putting ourselves in exactly such a position in regards to our dependence on God.


And, we need to look no further than this morning’s lessons to find that we are not the first, which brings me to the second thought I want us to consider.   Most of us know that Paul – the author of the excerpt we read earlier from Galatians – grew up and spent the early years of his adulthood as the devout Jew, Saul.   And we know that Saul was tireless in his proclamation and practices of the traditions of Judaism.   When the New Way of Jesus came onto the scene, there was no one more opposed to it than Saul.   He saw it as a threat to the traditions and practices of his faith and he set out to do all he could to see that Christianity was eradicated.   Then, one day, unexpectedly, all of that changed as Saul was transformed by God into Paul and was reborn as the great champion of early Christianity.


And that is where we find Paul this morning, communicating with a group of faithful followers in Galatia, relating a personal example of the impact of what can happen when God responds to what we requested through our Collect of the Day.   Consider this scenario;



“I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel



that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I



did not receive it from a human source…But I received it



through a revelation of Jesus Christ…I was violently per-



secuting the Church of God and was trying to destroy it...



But when God…called me through His grace, was pleased



to reveal His Son to me…(so that) I did not confer with



any human being (,but immediately began to) proclaim



Him among the Gentiles…”

From chief persecutor of Christianity to its greatest evangelist, virtually in the blink of an eye.   From of a completely committed disciple of the Hebrew Law to an equally complete disciple of the Gospel of Christ.   In days past we would have labeled such an unimaginable transformation as a paradigm shift – a shift from one understanding of reality into a completely different, and in many ways, inconsistent understanding.


And so I asked you this morning when we petition God to

…grant that by Your inspiration we may think those



things that are right, and by Your merciful guiding

may do them…”

are we seeking a paradigm shift in our lives?   Think of the radical change that shift made in the life of Saul, reborn Paul.   From the perspective of Saul’s best interest, would we consider his transformation an answer to a prayer or a realization of his worst nightmare?   If the petition we have offered this morning is answered and it requires a radical change in our lives how would we respond?   Remember, God’s perspective of our best interest and our perspectives are often very, very different.   For one thing, God’s perspective transcends time and space and is based on the reconciliation of all people, to unity with God and each other, through Christ.


For better or worse, most, if not all, of us have a substantially more personally based perspective of our best interest.   It is generally focused on those we know and love and values right over wrong, good over evil, as we define such things.   It is framed by the here and now, rather than eternity, and shies away from change and the unknown.   All of which calls into question whether we really want to place ourselves completely and irrevocably in the hands of God.   For example, if I became convinced that God was calling me to walk away from the life I am currently living, move to Haiti and dedicate myself to the reconstruction and renewal of that land, am I willing to respond to that call?   Do I trust God enough to accept God’ perspective for what is in my best interest?   Or, if what I am sensing is so far removed from my own perspective will I simply reject what I am hearing?


That was certainly the question Saul faced.   I have no doubt he could have rejected God’s presence that day on the road to Damascus.   There is no question that what Saul accepted was magnitudes greater in terms of change than would be any change I might speculate about.   And yet, Saul said, “Yes,” and Paul was born.   For whatever reason, Saul trusted God, accepted the inspiration he was given by God and followed where God led.   Brothers and sisters, there is no doubt we are called to follow the example of Saul.   We are called to place our lives in the hands of God and follow Him, wherever He leads us.   We are called to depend on God’s grace and trust that in that dependence we will discover our own best interest in a context we have never imagined.   Such is part and parcel of the mystery that the One who created us, redeemed us and sustains us.   Amen.        

